



JUBILANT PATRIOTS pull down the mounted figure of George III
in New York City on July 9,1776. On the same day, the Declara-
tion of Independence was read publicly in New York for the first

time. The 4,000 pounds of lead in the statue was converted into
musket balls so that, as one New Yorker cheerfully wrote, the
king's men could feel the effect of "melted Maj esty fired at them."
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